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November 17, 2025 BY E-MAIL
evan.solomon@parl.gc.ca

The Honourable Evan Solomon, M.P.

Minister of Artificial Intelligence and Digital Innovation
House of Commons

OTTAWA, ON K1A 0A6

Dear Minister Solomon:

| am writing to express concern regarding the consultation process for an updated
Canadian Al Strategy. While | acknowledge and appreciate the inclusion of a CUPE
staff member on the Al Strategy Taskforce, | remain deeply concerned about several
elements of the process that appear to compromise its integrity and inclusiveness.

Firstly, the tight timelines for consultation significantly limits meaningful engagement.
Many stakeholders, particularly those from underrepresented or marginalized
communities, require more time to review materials, consult with their networks, and
formulate thoughtful responses. A rushed process inevitably excludes valuable
perspectives and undermines the legitimacy of the consultation outcomes.

Secondly, | am concerned about the lack of representation on the taskforce. The current
composition appears to favour commercial or institutional interests, which do not reflect
the broader public interest. An array of unions should be involved as workers in different
sectors will be affected in disparate ways. A much wider range of civil society voices
should be present, bringing unique knowledge on privacy, data rights, civil liberties, and
human rights. The task force should also include researchers who focus on the impact
of Al on work, Al governance, bias and discrimination in Al systems, and data protection
and privacy. Consultation processes that fail to include broader representation lack
legitimacy and throw into question the authenticity of federal government endeavors

on Al.
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Lastly, the commercially-oriented nature of many of the consultation questions appears
to prioritize the interests of Al corporations over the public interest. While economic
considerations are important, they should not overshadow social, labour, human rights
and community-based concerns. A balanced approach is essential to ensure that the
updated Canadian Al Strategy adequately addresses risks inherent in Al technology.

| urge you to demonstrate a commitment to a more representative process by extending
the consultation period, increasing representation on Al consultative bodies, including
the taskforce and the Advisory Council on Artificial Intelligence, and developing a more
comprehensive set of consultation questions that address the varied risks of Al. | would
welcome the opportunity to discuss this further or contribute to a more inclusive
process.

Yours sincerely,
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MARK HANCOCK
National President
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