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Youth and students
protest poverty and
repression in Iran

ince the end of
S December, massive

protests have taken
place in over 100 Iranian
cities. The driving force
behind these protests are the
people most impacted by and
reacting to widespread poverty,
unemployment, skyrocketing
cost of living and brutal
political repression.

Global Justice is published three times a year to provide members and staff

Over 4000 of the demonstra-
tors who were arrested during
the protests are youth under
the age of 25. Of these,

20 were killed by security
forces during the protests
and 10 more have died in
detention under suspicious
circumstances. Many student
activists have been arrested
and put on trial.

Despite the country’s consider-
able wealth and extensive
natural resources, including
oil, gas, coal and copper,
almost 70 per cent of Iranians
live in poverty. In contrast to
the crushing poverty levels

is the growing upper class
and the “super rich” that are
mostly linked to different
factions of the ruling class.
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and within CUPE as a whole.
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The situation is very serious
for trade unionists. Workers
have been denied their inter-
nationally recognized right to
organize. Labour activists
face ongoing persecution and
imprisonment. But unions
are speaking out. The Union
of Workers of Tehran and
Suburbs Bus Company and
the Sugarcane Workers'’
Union of Haft Tapeh issued
a joint statement supporting
the mass protests and
affirming that people are fed
up with poverty, injustice,
and repression. The

union and independent
worker’s organizations,
which represent and defend
the rights of workers and
teachers, have been denied
recognition and are being
violently suppressed.

Workers and the poor in Iran
urgently need international
solidarity to help strengthen
workers’ and social justice
movements — and stave

off interference by the US
administration and its allies.
CUPE members can help.

e Farid Partovi

For more information, visit
The International Alliance in
Support of Workers in Iran.@
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NAFTA/
il

nions and social move-
U ment groups were

on hand to challenge
the recent round of the
North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) talks in
Montreal this past January.
Concerns about the ongoing
re-negotiation of NAFTA
brought trade unions, farmers,
indigenous peoples, women,
environmentalists, and human
rights organizations together
to convene a series of protests
and public meetings. Many
of these groups have been
working together since the
inception of NAFTA in the
early 1990s and have long
criticized the agreement.

This time, groups had to face
the Trump factor. The ques-
tion on everyone’s mind was
whether US President Donald
Trump would withdraw from
NAFTA negotiations during

this sixth round. He didn't,
and the talks concluded with
all three countries remaining
at the negotiation table.

Regardless, civil society
groups amplified their call
for a NAFTA replacement
that would genuinely improve
peoples’ livelihoods and pro-
tect the environment in all
three countries. They further
committed to forging and
strengthening their solidarity
across borders, something
deemed particularly urgent
for the labour movement

in Mexico.

In Montreal, Mexican labour
leaders called for inter-
national solidarity in advance
of a looming debate in the
Mexican Senate. A proposed
bill will substantially weaken
workers’ rights in the country
by locking in low wages and
poor working conditions and

will undermine legitimate
unions’ efforts to negotiate
collective agreements.

Workers in Mexico work

the longest hours for the
lowest pay among all
countries in the Organization
for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD).
They desperately need
legislation that guarantees
their right to freedom of
association and collective
bargaining, but this proposed
bill will do the opposite.

If passed, the bill would help
employers, and employer-
dominated unions, keep
independent unions out

of the workplace. It would
eliminate transparency
requirements for fair union
elections and reduce basic
worker access to collective
bargaining agreements
and contract language.
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The proposed bill would
also introduce additional
obstacles that make it even
harder for independent
unions to replace employer-
dominated unions, promote
greater subcontracting,

and will lower the compen-
sation owed to workers
who fall victim to workplace
accidents and injuries.

In response, Mexican trade
unions filed a complaint
alleging that Mexico is
violating the NAFTA labour
side deal, called the North
American Agreement on
Labour Cooperation. In the
coming weeks, more pres-
sure will be brought to bear
on the Mexican government
to implement labour reforms
in the interest of workers
rather than employers,

and CUPE will help amplify
these efforts. @
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of Canadian investors and
harmful economic policies,
including privatization and
the Canada-Colombia Free
Trade Agreement. The goal
of our delegations is to build
mutual solidarity between
public sector workers in
Canada and Colombia in

our mutual fight to stop the
privatization of public services
and to support that country’s
fragile peace process.
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In February 2018, Frontlines
sent a Canadian labour
delegation to Colombia that
included CUPE, the Canadian
Union of Postal Workers
(CUPW), the Public Service
Alliance of Canada (PSAC)
and the Canadian Labour
Congress (CLC). The delega-
tion met with communities
struggling against water
privatization, the impact

of resource extraction by

Canadian firms and the free
trade agreements that are
threatening the livelihoods
of workers, farmers,
Indigenous peoples and
Afro-Colombian people.

The delegation came away
with a deeper understanding
of how privatization, land
grabs and massive disloca-
tion of the rural population

continue to be commonplace.

The delegation also learned
how communities and unions
that resist are being criminal-
ized and silenced through
legislation, the justice system
and/or paramilitary violence.

CUPE, along with its Canadian
partner unions, continues

to work to shed light on the
situation in Colombia.®




