National Executive Board Meeting
March 18-19, 2008

NEB RESOLUTION ON

PPP CANADA INC.
CUPE NATIONAL WILL:
Step up efforts to oppose the federal government’s plan to impose privatization on local communities and provincial governments through its $1.25 billion
P3 fund and new P3 agency called PPP Canada Inc. by:

1. Mobilising local unions, Divisions and CUPE activists to pressure MPs and federal candidates to pledge to scrap PPP Canada Inc. and the federal

P3 fund; and
2. Working with opposition parties to fight PPP Canada Inc. and the federal

P3 fund in Parliament; and 
3. Directing resources from the anti-privatization initiative to support this fightback; and
4. Calling on the Canadian Labour Congress to mobilise the Canadian trade union movement to oppose PPP Canada Inc. and the federal P3 fund; and
5. Working closely with the Federation of Canadian Municipalities as well as provincial municipal, school and health organizations to oppose the Harper government plan to push P3s on local communities; and 
6. Supporting and working with community allies such as the Council of Canadians, provincial health coalitions, local governments and other unions to oppose the federal plan to subsidise and promote the privatization of public services in Canada.
BECAUSE:

· The recent 2008 federal budget of the Harper government announced the incorporation of PPP Canada Inc., the new federal agency meant to force public/private partnerships (P3s) on local communities; and

· PPP Canada Inc. has a mandate to use a $1.25 billion P3 fund to subsidise and provide financial incentives for local P3s; and
· The federal budget says PPP Canada Inc. will provide “…loans, loan guarantees, non-voting shares and repayable contributions…” to P3 projects, thereby propping up P3 projects at taxpayer expense; and
· This federal funding will be used to lever billions in further spending for P3s by provincial governments, municipalities and private business; and
· This levered funding and federal pressure may make some community leaders feel P3s are inevitable; and
· P3 projects in Canada and internationally have been shown time and again to provide poor value for money and poor service quality for citizens.

March 10, 2008
:jp/cope 491
PAGE  
1

