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Solid Majority of Canadians Support a $10 Minimum Wage: Poll Results

According to the new Vector Poll™, up to three in four Canadians think the minimum wage should be at least $10 an hour.  There is strong support for a much higher minimum wage from all different regions, employment and demographic groups: After hearing arguments for and against it:
· 74% favoured raising the minimum wage to $10 an hour

· at least 2 out of 3 people in every province or region of the country favoured a $10 minimum wage
A minimum of 60% of respondents in every different category classed by age, income, employment, community size and political affiliation supported an increase in the minimum wage.  Support tends to be stronger among women, middle and low income earners, among union members, in larger communities and for self-identified visible minorities.  

A majority of supporters of every political party supports an increase to $10 an hour, including 62% of those decided and leaning towards the federal Conservative party, 78% for the federal Liberal party, 83% for the federal NDP party, 78% for the Bloc Quebecois, and 95% of federal Green party supporters.
In the Vector Poll™, a split sample was used to poll on two different questions about the minimum wage.  

Interviewers told one half that “people in favour of raising the minimum wage point out that while the average minimum wage in Canada is $7.35 an hour, the poverty line for a single person is $20,000 a year, which is the equivalent of a minimum wage of $10 an hour.”

Interviewers then said, “Those opposed to raising the minimum wage say that 
increasing the cost of labour would lead to fewer jobs, higher unemployment, and higher inflation.” Then they asked, “All things considered, do you favour or oppose increasing the minimum wage to $10 an hour?”

· In Ontario, 74% were in favour despite the warning about “fewer jobs, higher unemployment, and higher inflation.”

· Among people in low-income households, nationally 75% support a $10 minimum wage.

· Among people with annual pre-tax household earnings of at least $70,000, 67% support a $10 wage even hearing that increasing labour costs “would lead to fewer jobs, higher unemployment, and higher inflation.” 

The other half the national cross-section of the public was asked an open-ended question of “What do you think the minimum wage per hour should be?”

· The average minimum wage Canadians answered was $9.40 an hour. 
· 61% named a minimum wage of $9 an hour or more.
· 46% named $10 or a higher amount.
· Ten dollars an hour is the most frequently mentioned minimum wage (35% nationally).

· No respondents said the government should not set a floor under wages.
· 
People in Ontario named the highest minimum in the open-end question - $9.68 an hour on average. Some 39% said $10, and another 15% named a higher figure. The average includes respondents who had no opinion.

The minimum wage is clearly an important symbol for low-income Canadians. In households with below-average annual incomes (under $30,000), the average minimum wage mentioned was $9.55 compared with $9.32 among people in households with incomes over $70,000 a year.

The minimum wage is also a more vital benchmark for women than for men. The average of the wages named by working women was $9.44 compared with an average of $9.20 among working men.

In Ontario most supporters of all the major parties support the $10 wage. Among Liberal voters 84% are in favour. Among Conservative voters, 55% are in favour, and among NDP voters, 90%.

In the Greater Toronto Area the average hourly rate mentioned was $10.17; in the south-western region of the province it’s $9.06.
The Vector Poll on Public Opinion in Canada was conducted January 15-31 2007 for a coalition of labour organizations, including CUPE.  For the survey, a representative randomly selected sample of 1,131 adults was interviewed by telephone.  The data were weighted to ensure that the sample’s regional and demographic composition reflects the Canadian population.  

With a sample of this size, the aggregate results are considered accurate to what they would have been had the entire Canadian population been polled by within + 3.0 percentage points, 19 times out of 20.  On the minimum wage issue, Vector used a split sample, asking half the sample one question and the other half of the sample the other question.
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Question 1

People in favour of raising the minimum wage point out that while the average minimum wage in Canada is $7.35 an hour, the poverty line for a single person is $20,000 a year -- which is the equivalent of a minimum wage of $10 an hour. 

Those opposed to raising the minimum wage say that increasing the cost of labour would lead to fewer jobs, higher unemployment, and higher inflation. All things considered, do you favour or oppose increasing the minimum wage to $10 an hour? 
	Total, Sex and Age groups

	
	Total
	Men
	Women
	18-24
	25-34
	35-54
	55+
	

	Favour raising minimum wage to $10 an hour
	74%
	72%
	75%
	70%
	77%
	73%
	74%
	

	No, oppose raising the minimum wage to $10 an hour
	22%
	24%
	20%
	30%
	17%
	23%
	20%
	

	Depends
	2%
	3%
	2%
	-
	5%
	3%
	2%
	

	Don’t know/refused
	2%
	1%
	2%
	-
	1%
	1%
	4%
	

	Provinces and Regions

	
	Atl
	Que
	Ont
	West
	Man
	Sask
	Alb
	B.C.

	Favour raising minimum wage to $10 an hour
	77%
	70%
	74%
	75%
	80%
	65%
	78%
	73%

	No, oppose raising the minimum wage to $10 an hour
	23%
	27%
	22%
	19%
	12%
	14%
	12%
	26%

	Depends
	-
	1%
	2%
	4%
	8%
	10%
	6%
	1%

	Don’t know/refused
	-
	1%
	2%
	2%
	-
	12%
	4%
	-

	Income and Demographics

	
	Income level
	
	
	
	
	

	
	<$30K
	$30K - $70K
	$70K+
	Union
	Non-Union
	Unemp
	Home-maker
	Vis Min

	Favour raising minimum wage to $10 an hour
	75%
	76%
	67%
	79%
	70%
	79%
	81%
	85%

	No, oppose raising the minimum wage to $10 an hour
	24%
	20%
	27%
	18%
	24%
	17%
	12%
	14%

	Depends
	-
	3%
	4%
	2%
	4%
	4%
	7%
	-

	Don’t know/refused
	1%
	1%
	2%
	1%
	2%
	-
	
	1%

	Community Size and Political Support

	
	Community Size
	Federal Party Support decided & leaning

	
	Under

100,000
	100-499,000
	500,000+
	Con
	Lib
	NDP
	BQ
	Green

	Favour raising minimum wage to $10 an hour
	70%
	71%
	77%
	62%
	78%
	83%
	78%
	95%

	No, oppose raising the minimum wage to $10 an hour
	26%
	25%
	19%
	35%
	18%
	17%
	20%
	-

	Depends
	2%
	3%
	2%
	2%
	2%
	-
	-
	-

	Don’t know/refused
	1%
	1%
	2%
	-
	2%
	1%
	2%
	5%


Alternate Open Ended Question

As you know, the government establishes a minimum wage in this province, which requires employers to pay at least a certain amount per hour to their workers.  

What do you think the minimum wage per hour should be?
	Total, Sex and Age groups

	
	Total
	Men
	Women
	18-24
	25-34
	35-54
	55+
	

	Average
	$9.40
	$9.29
	$9.51
	$9.09
	$9.31
	$9.42
	$9.59
	

	Provinces and Regions

	
	Atl
	Que
	Ont
	West
	Man
	Sask
	Alb
	B.C.

	Average
	$8.86
	$9.43
	$9.68
	$9.15
	$8.77
	$8.93
	$9.09
	$9.38

	Income and Demographics

	
	Income level
	
	
	
	
	

	
	<$30K
	$30K - $70K
	$70K+
	Union
	Non-Union
	Unemp
	Home-maker
	Vis Min

	Average
	$9.55
	$9.31
	$9.32
	$9.31
	$9.32
	$9.47
	$9.52
	$9.66

	Community Size and Political Support

	
	Community Size
	Federal Party Support decided & leaning

	
	Under

100,000
	100-499,000
	500,000+
	Con
	Lib
	NDP
	BQ
	Green

	Average
	$9.27
	$9.21
	$9.58
	$9.26
	$9.44
	$9.22
	$9.27
	$8.97
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