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September 14, 2009

TO ALL CUPE LOCAL PRESIDENTS, PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO

DISTRIBUTE THIS IMPORTANT LETTER TO YOUR RETIREES

TO ALL CUPE RETIREES

Dear Sisters and Brothers:

| hope this letter finds you well and enjoying having retired from the hustle and bustle of
your years of working life. '

| am writing today to share information about an important initiative CUPE is working on
regarding pensions, and to encourage you to become involved.

At our National Convention this fall we will be bringing a resolution to chart a new
course for pensions by lobbying provincial and federal governments to make bold new
changes that will secure pensions for all workers.

We are fighting this on behalf of all current CUPE members and those of you who have
reached retirement, including:

Defined benefit pension plans to be a mandatory condition of employment;
Expansion and improvement of the Canada Pension Plan/Quebec Pension Plan
such that secure defined pension benefits are available to more Canadians and
the benefits are increased; .

Improvements to Old Age Security;

Portability of pensions plans and protection of plans when employers go out of
business;

Convening a national pension summit to develop a serious program for
restructuring the Canadian pension system.

CUPE is working with our labour and social justice partners on these objectives; and we
are hoping you too will get involved. The Canadian Labour Congress (CLC) and its
affiliates have developed a comprehensive action plan on pensions and CUPE is proud
to take action on behalf of our current and retired members.

-

PAUL MOIST — National President / Président national CLAUDE GENEREUX — National Secretary-Treasurer / Secrétaire-trésorier national
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As we may well face a federal election this fall, lobbying efforts will continue to make
pensions a key issue in the campaign. If you're not already plugged into the NDP,

| encourage you to contact your riding association to add your voice to the call for
adequate pensions and employment insurance.

The CLC is organizing a series of campaign training sessions in a number of cities
across the country, and | have attached that list here for your consideration. It would be
great if you could attend a session when it comes to your area.

Finally, | want to let you know that we’ve increased our financial support to the
Congress of Union Retirees of Canada (CURC). They are an energetic and committed
group of retirees, who are always looking for more involvement. Please get in touch
with them to find out more about the chapter in your area. You can email them at
curc@clc-ctc.ca or phone 613-526-7422.

Our CUPE retirees deserve to enjoy their time after they have left their workplaces
without concern of their pensions being under attack. Your voice is important and your
actions could help us in our work.

It will take the efforts of thousands of Canadians to get governments in all parts of the

country on side and to adopt plans to stimulate the economy and to create and protect
jobs, pensions and public services. Please be a part of it.

In solidarity,

PAUL MOIST
National President

c.c.. Claude Généreux

Att.
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