STOP THE REPRESSION AGAINST THE SME!

We demand a solution to the conflict on behalf of workers and citizens
To: President Felipe Calderón Hinojosa, Government Secretary Francisco Blake Mora, Attorney General …, President of the Executive of the National Congress..., President of the National Supreme Court..., and Chair of the National Human Rights Commission....:

And to the Mexican people and the people of the world: 

In addition to the arbitrary dismissal of 44,000 electrical workers, the takeover of their workplaces by the military and police, the seizure of the Union’s bank accounts and the jailing of 13 workers, there are now arrest warrants out for leaders of the SME. If this is not a campaign of state violence aimed at wiping out an independent union, what is? 

At a time when the Mexican society is clamouring for an end to the rampant violence in our country, the first violence that can b and must be stopped is that being exercised by the state against its own citizens, its workers, and expressions of social dissatisfaction. We demand an end to the criminalization of the SME’s struggle, the release of the 13 electrical workers being held as political prisoners, the withdrawal of the arrest warrants against the Union’s leaders, the return of the bank accounts, and the official recognition of the SME’s elected leadership (“toma de nota”) without further delay. There is no excuse for a delay in implementing these actions. 

The underlying problem must be dealt with immediately.  The nearly year and a half of conflict has meant not only enormous sacrifices for the workers of the former Central Light and Power (Luz y Fuerza del Centro), but also trouble for society at large, and a significant effect on the electrical services for the central part of the country, not to mention the deaths and injuries occasioned by the forcing of a system operating in irregular conditions. Once and for all it is time either for the Federal Electricity Commission to recognize the successor employer or for Congress to create a new public electricity company. 
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