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T 
iffany McLellan of CUPE 
4600 recently inter-
viewed Mabelle Desamito 

Caboboy, an executive 
member of the Alliance of 
Concerned Teachers (ACT) 
in the Philippines. Tiffany 
and Mabelle spoke in Davao 
City, Mindanao, right before 
the commencement of the 
International Conference on 
People’s Rights in July 2016. 
ACT is a CUPE National 
Global Justice Fund partner. 

Nearly 80 per cent of all edu-
cators in the Philippines are 
women, and ACT ensures that 
70 per cent of their executive 
board is composed of women.

• How long have you been a 
member of ACT? What position 
do you hold?

I have been a member of ACT 
since 2001 when I was still 
a student at the University 
of the Philippines Diliman. 
I wear many hats within the 
union now. Currently, I am the 
Vice President of the Quezon 
City Public School Teachers’ 
Association. This is my second 
term. Concurrent to this, I 
am also the Vice President to 
ACT National Capital Region, 
Quezon City Chapter. Lastly, 
I am the Deputy Secretary 

General of ACT Philippines. 
I was appointed by the 
National Council to be the 
Deputy Secretary General 
this past June 2016.

• What are the top issues  
your members face?

The salary increase for 
teaching and non-teaching 
personnel is a major issue, 
and has been for some time. 
Second, we focus on the 
transfer of the local supple-
mental allowance of Quezon 
City teaching and non-teach-
ing personnel from the Land 
Bank, a government bank, to 
the privately own BPI-Globe 
Banko. This arrangement 
allows for a private bank to 
profit from public funds.  
I would say another big issue 
is the K-12 reformulation of 
the public school curricu-
lum. ACT also cares deeply 
about the struggles faced 
by the indigenous peoples 
in Mindanao, known as the 
Lumad people.

• Why did ACT join the Lumad 
struggle? How does ACT 
express its solidarity with 
Lumad communities?

ACT joined the Lumad 
struggle because there were 
schools which were closed 

and encamped by the 
military, which is unconstitu-
tional. Students have suffered 
from harassment since 2005 
and as a consequence have 
been evacuated from their 
communities on a regular 
basis. So, because of this, we 
are one of the convenors of 
the Save Our Schools (SOS) 
network and campaign. 
This campaign aims to end 
the military occupation of 
Lumad schools, bring the 
Lumad people back to their 
ancestral homeland, re-build 
their schools, and let them 
continue with their education. 
The SOS network helped in 
sourcing funds to purchase 
instructional school materials 

during the evacuation in 
September 2015.

• What does international 
union solidarity mean to you, 
and for ACT more generally?

It means that unions here in 
the Philippines are one and in 
solidarity with other teachers 
and trade unions around the 
world. We would like to be in 
solidarity in fighting imperial-
ism, the commercialization 
and privatization of educa-
tion, and making sure that 
students are given their basic 
right to education no matter 
where they are in the world, 
and to uphold teachers’ right 
to organize and unionize. 

Defending education rights in the Philippines

African grandmothers stepping in for a generation of parents lost to AIDS
Over 18 million children have 
lost one or more parent from 
AIDS worldwide. But the vast 
majority of these children,  
over 80 per cent, are from  
Sub-Saharan Africa. 

The Go Go Grannies are a group 
of women who have stepped in 
to care for this lost generation. 

In July, Mark Hancock, national 
president of CUPE, attended 
the first ever South African 

gathering of the Go Go Grannies, 
coinciding with the 2016 World 
AIDS Conference in Durban.  
Hancock was part of a group 
invited by Stephen Lewis, whose 
foundation supports the Go Go 

Grannies, to see first-hand the 
challenges they are facing.

“It was a life-changing experi-
ence, plain and simple,” said 

Hancock, who spent three 
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1. 
Labour Law Reform in France  Following months of unprecedented protests by worker and 
student movements in France, the French government invoked special powers in July to impose 
labour legislation by decree that will make it easier for employers to hire and fi re workers. 

These labour law reforms also give individual companies more fl exibility to make decisions 
about pay and working hours according to economic conditions, rather than being “constrained”
by collective bargaining procedures. 

At the height of the protests, activists disrupted the operation of the oil refi neries, nuclear power 
stations and transport hubs.

2. 
“Soft” coup in Brazil  The Brazilian Senate voted to impeach the country’s democratically 
elected President Dilma Rousseff from offi ce at the end of August in what many are calling 
a coup.

This impeachment ends 13 years of rule by the Workers’ Party in Brazil and brings to power right-
wing leader, Michel Temer. 

Temer is set to launch a huge program of privatization and cuts in education, health and other social 
programs. Labour rights are also under attack by the government, and the country’s national trade 
union centers have jointly pledged to fi ght against plans to eviscerate the labour code. The largest of 
the labour centers, the CUT, was leading the campaign against the impeachment of Dilma. 

3. 
Strike Action in South Korea  At the time of publication, the Korean labour movement 
was waging the largest public sector strike in its history. The strike is the culmination of 
months of struggle by Korean public sector unions against government attacks on pub-

lic services, including new plans to privatize the rail and energy sectors and the imposition of 
a discriminatory performance-related salary and termination system on public sector work-
ers. Workers were also mobilizing in support of the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions’ 
(KCTU’s) campaign against regressive labour law reform.

After losing its majority in the National Assembly in general elections in April, the ruling New 
Frontier Party has focused its labour reform plan on the public sector where it can push re-
forms through government directives rather than legislation. The public sector has become 
the front line in the wider attack on the working class.
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days hearing the stories 
and experiences of the 300 
Go Go Grannies attending 
the gathering. 

“The stories were heartbreak-
ing. I heard stories of grannies 
leaving their villages at 4:00 in 
the morning to line up for AIDS 
medication or to get their tiny 
pittance of support from the 
government, only to be robbed. 
I heard how AIDS deaths, after 
many years of decline, are now 
on the rise again,” recounted 
Hancock. “Throughout all of 
this, the grannies’ emotions 

swung wildly – one moment 
there was not a dry eye in the 
room and the next, everyone 
was up singing and dancing!”

The conference culminated 
with a march to the World 
AIDS Conference centre to 
present the South Africa 
Grandmothers Statement – 
a Charter of Rights for the 
grandmothers and the children 
they care for.  

“The Go Go’s are starting to 
stand up for their rights and 
health. This conference was 
a great demonstration of how 

these elders advocate – both 
for their rights and for those in 
their care. I know that these 
strong women who have faced 
extraordinary challenges will be 

triumphant,” said Hancock. 

To learn more about the 
Go Go Grannies, visit 
stephenlewisfoundation.org 
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