The usual strangers
Pablo Micheli was cut off at the door to his house. They stole his car and told him to stop being “a pain in the ass”. They put a black cloth over his head and told him things about his family.
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By Werner Pertot
Pablo Micheli, the General Secretary of ATE national [Asociación Trabajadores del Estado – Association of State Workers], was kidnapped for almost two hours by five individuals armed with 9 millimeters. As the union leader told Página/12, on Monday of this week they cut him off at the door of his house as he was coming back in his car. They put a black cloth over his head and they made him get into a 4x4 pickup, in which they rode him around for about two hours. They let him know that they knew the names and movements of his family and they told him “to stop being a pain in the ass”. They made no reference to any conflict of the union he leads. Finally, the let him out in Domínico and they stole his car, which belonged to the union. “I am critical of the Government, but I don’t think it was the Government. The threat, all the same, was clear”, Micheli said. He will make his charge public at noon at a press conference at the CTA national [Central de Trabajadores de la Argentina – Argentina Workers Trade Union] headquarters.
Micheli is part of the leadership of the CTA and part of the group critical of government authorities, along with deputy Claudio Lozano and the former general secretary of the union Víctor De Gennaro. “Monday night they cut me off at the entrance to my house in a 4x4. Two guys with 9-millimeter pistols got out, they covered me with guns, they made me get out of the car, and they put me in the 4x4. Their faces were not covered but they put a black cloth over my head and they made me stay down. They didn’t let me lift my eyes”, Micheli explain. He does not remember the faces of his kidnappers. He was able to indicate that there were five, they had short hair, between 30 and 40, and that “they did not talk like regular thieves”.
“When they approached me I told them ‘Take everything, take the car’. And they replied ‘No, you come along, big-shot union leader’. That’s when I realized it was not a regular robbery”, he said.
“They held me for two hours, driving me around, and asking me questions like ‘Where is the ATE’s money?”. ‘We know what your children do, what you actually call your wife (they told me the name), and don’t be a pain in the ass’”, he recalled. “They didn’t hit me. I left without a scratch. They asked me for the PIN for my debit card, but they didn’t take a cent from me. They gave me my cards back and stole the car, which belongs to the union”, he explained. “They let me out in Domínico. I didn’t even know where I was.”
Micheli decided to wait until yesterday to make the charge public, since at first he didn’t know whether it had been a regular robbery or a threat related to his union activity. “It was not clear whether their questions were about the incident or about the political context”, he explained. Yesterday he met with the Mayor of Lanús, Darío Díaz Pérez, about the incident. The Mayor offered him his sympathy and offered to reinforce security in the area of his house. In any case, Micheli does not want police protection. From the CTA they made the charge of auto theft and plan to make the criminal complaint for the kidnapping and intimidation, after today’s press conference, which will be at the CTA national, in Piedras.
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