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•   



•   



Excess Burden of 
Occupational Disease 





•  Gaps and limitations 

•  Science is rigid  

•  Acceptable risk 

•  Social class bias 





Mixed  
messages 

confuse  
us 



Pesticides do 
cause cancer 

Pesticides 
DON’T cause 
cancer! 



Canadian asbestos is SAFE to 
use 

Canadian asbestos is NOT SAFE 
to use! 







Workers Need 
Their Own Health 

and Safety 
Research! 



•  Recognizes 
workers’ health is 
political 

•  Gives workers a 
voice 

•  Democratizing  

•  About change  



Workers know 
their own jobs 
and workplaces 
best 



Workers conduct research by 
themselves 

or 

Workers collaborate  
with trusted  
researchers 

or 

Workers give 
direction 



 Italian Fiat Plant Workers in 1960s 



Paulo Freire in Brazil 1950s – 1990s 





Body, Hazard, & Life Mapping 



Priorities & Action Plan 



Outcomes  
•  Results sent to 6000 

casino workers 

•  Increased union solidarity 

•  Many health and safety 
improvements 

•  Journal article and 
scientific recognition 

•  International interest 

•  Other unions adopted 
mapping 

•  Lots of media attention 





Sarnia 





 Detailed Hazard 
Mapping 

•  Drew and described 
in detail 

•  Exposure profile 
created 

•  Used as evidence to 
support 
compensation claims 





Sarnia Building Trades Workers 





Linking to the Community 



• Aamjiwnaang community-
based participatory action 

health research 









1.  Body Mapping 
2.  Hazard Mapping 
3.  Your Life Mapping 
4.  Prioritizing and Action Planning 



What does it all 
mean? 
•  Rank and file movement 
•  Combine occupational & 
environmental health 
•  Connection with the 
community 
•  Challenge the power - 
democracy   


