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Violence Against Women 365 International Poster Exhibition
“Little did I realise back in early 2001 when I started this project that it would turn into something as big as this. I naively thought 365 posters… no problem... easily got... great show and we will all go home after viewing it. However, it was not as easy as that, countless hours on the internet, thousands of e-mails, letters by snail mail to all corners of the world convincing people and organisations that this was a genuine project”, according to Colm Dempsey, promoter of the exhibit.
The exhibition, ‘Violence Against Women 365 International Poster Exhibition’ includes photos, posters and other media that have sought to raise public awareness about domestic violence.  It has toured internationally and this year the exhibit has been shown in The Pas, Selkirk and now Winnipeg.  It was also at the International Conference on Violence Against Women in Alberta last month.

This is a very important exhibit embraces individuals, agencies and organisations from 58 countries around the world.
The main message from this exhibition is that there continues to be millions of women and children living within abusive situations or enduring the trauma of sexual violence. This exhibition (and the related web-site at http://www.dvposters365.net/welcome.htm) intends to give a voice to those women and children who continue to suffer in silence.

The exhibit is a response to a continuing global problem:
· in South Africa 1 woman is raped every 28 seconds;
· in the USA every 9 seconds a woman is physically abused;
· in the UK every 20 seconds a woman is the victim of domestic violence, with 2 women killed per week;
· in Sweden & France 52 women killed per year as a result of domestic violence;
· in Egypt 35% of women reported being beaten by their husband during marriage;
· in Korea 38% of women reported being physically abused;
· in Chile 26% of women reported at least one episode of violence by their partner;
· in Russia 14,000 women killed per year as a result of domestic violence;
· in Ireland… 108 women murdered since 1996.
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Biography

Colm Dempsey

Colm Dempsey is a 42 year old native of Galway.  He is married to Jacinta and they have two children, Chris aged 16 & Lisa aged 12.  He is a member of An Garda Siochana (Irish National Police) by profession with 22 years service.  Whenever possible, and in conjunction with his main core police duties, he has endeavoured to assist victims of gender based domestic violence, rape, sexual assault and sexual abuse.
He has organised the “Violence Against Women 365 International Poster Exhibition” in a private capacity and has no connection, directly or indirectly, with his role as a member of An Garda Siochana.

To enhance his knowledge around the issues and seek qualifications, again in a private capacity in 2001, he graduated from the University of Teeside, UK, with a Certificate in Professional Policing (Domestic Violence), following it up by attending at the world-renowned Duluth Domestic Abuse Intervention Project, completing a course on Safety and Accountability.  In 2003, he graduated again from the University of Teeside with MSc Justice in Society where his thesis on the “Perceptions and Expectations of Victims of Domestic Violence” achieved top marks of his year.  He is currently preparing to undergo PhD studies on the subject of “A Comparative Study of Police Policies on Domestic Violence in the Countries of the European Union.”
He has attended at international conferences and forums on the issue of violence against women in Ireland, Northern Ireland, UK and the USA. He has given presentations on the issues in Ireland, UK, and the US. He is currently a member of the Joint Garda / North Eastern Health Board Regional Training Team providing interagency training on violence against women to both statutory and voluntary agencies.
“Silence is the language of complicity…. Speaking out is the language of change!!!”
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