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July 8, 2010

Abdullah GUL . cumhurbaskannligi@tccb.gov.tr
President of the Republic of Turkey \
T.C. Cumhurbagkanligi General Sekreterligi

- 06689 Cankaya

Ankara

Turkey -

Dear President: -

The Canadian Union of Public Employees is extremely concerned with your government’s
continued judicial persecution of trade unionists. . CUPE represents 600,000 members across
Canada, providing a wide range of public services at the regional and municipal levels. We are
- outraged that our colleagues in our sister unions the SES (Trade Union of Public Employees in
Health and Social Services) and Tum Bel Sen (Union of All Mummpallty Civil Servants) have
been arrested and imprisoned for trade union actlvmes :

Ms. Meryem Ozsogut, Executlve Board member of SES was arrested on June 19, 2010, in
connection with her union activities. This is the second time Ms. Ozsdgiit has been imprisoned
on allegations of terrorist activity. She previously spent 8 months in prison wrthout anyclear -
evidence of her involvement'in or membership of a terrorlst organlza’uon

We are appalled at the sentencing of Ms. Sheher Tlmer, Branch Secretary of SES, and the

~ ongoing detention of Mr. Metin Findik, Mr. Ferit Epb6zdemir-and Mrs. Belkiza Bestas Epdzdemir,
members of Tum Bel Sen. It has been documented that their lawyers have had no access to

the case f|les and so have been prevented from preparmg their defense. . :

ThlS flagrant dlsregard for human and trade union rlghts must be stopped
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We appeal to your government to take the necessary steps to secure the immediate release of
Ms. Ozs6gut and her fellow trade unionists and we demand that Turkey abides by its
international obligations to secure the human and trade union rights and freedoms of its
workers. ~ ‘ : '

Yours truly,

ol S HecX.

PAUL MOIST
- National President

cc: Claude Généreux
Stan Marshall
Rhonda Spence
Kenneth Georgetti, CLC
Peter Waldorf, PSI '
Besir Atalay - Minister of Interior
Besir.atalay@icisleri.gov.tr
mustesarlik@icisleri.gov.tr
ozelkalem@icisleri.gov.ir
mahalli@mahalli-idareler.gov.ir
Recep Tayyip Erdogan — Prime Minister
bimer@basbakanlik.gov.tr
Omer Dinger — Minister of Labour and Social Security
iletisim@csab.gov.tr
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